Belgium – United States Education System

Note : there is not an exact correspondence between the Belgian and American educational systems, especially at the higher education level
Belgium







USA                                                            
Third Cycle of University Study:




(Post) Graduate Education; Post-Master’s Level:
Docteur (fr.)-Dokter(nl) :  PhD.




Graduate School (Ph.D) (5-6 years)
180 credits (3-4 years, incl. 60 credits of doctoral training)
Medical School (M.D.) (4 years)









Law School (J.D.) (3 years)

Second cycle of University study:



(Post) Graduate Education; Master’s Level:
Supplementary diplomas: Master complémentaire (fr.)-…(nl.) 
Specialized study of one field 


   

   60 credits (1 year)


(total: 2 years)

Master à finalité spécialisée (fr.)-…(nl.):spécialisat. professionn.
Master’s Degree in Arts (M.A.)

Master à finalité approfondie (fr.)-…(nl.):recherche scientifiq
Master’s Degree in Science (M.S.)

Master à finalité didactique (fr.)-…(nl.):formation pédagogique
Master’s Degree in Business (M.B.A.)

120 credits (2 years) 





LL.M (1 year)

NB Since the Bologna reform, the title Master replaces Licence. Masters here are to be taken as academic masters. There are also professional masters which are delivered not by universities but university colleges. 
1st cycle of University study: 




University/Undergraduate Level ; (total : 4 years)
Bachelier de transition (leading to a Master's degree)

Bachelor's Degree of Art (B.A.)

180 credits (3 years)





Bachelor's Degree of Science (B.S.)















-Concentrated study in major field (2 years)









-General study (2 years)

NB Since the Bologna reform, the title Bachelier replaces Candidat/Kandidaat



Belgian Non-University Education (long type): 
Bachelier 

Belgian Non-University Education (short type):
A1 (total: 3 years)

A2 (total: 2 years)

No equivalent in the  U.S. system

Secondary school:

Diplome de Fin d’Etudes Secondaires/ 



High School Diploma (4 years)

Getuigschrift Secondair Onderwijs



-need to pass G.E.D. if did not attend high school  
