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BELGIANS TO THE UNITED STATES

Dounia Bourabain deferred 2020-21

Student Researcher in Sociology at UCLA
Dounia Bourabain is a Master in sociology currently 
conducting a PhD at the Vrije Universiteit Brussel. Her 
passion has always lied in investigating and 
understanding questions related to inequality. That’s 
why in her PhD she focusses on discrimination, racism 
and sexism within (higher) education institutions. She 
is also an editorial member of the Journal of Gender 
Studies. Besides her academic interests, she shares her 
expertise with a broader audience through giving 
lectures, workshops and taking part in panels. Recently, 
she has been invited to become a member of the 
federal evaluation commission for anti-discrimination 
law.

Nina Colpaert
Master’s in Law at Harvard University
Nina is a Ph.D. candidate and teaching assistant at the 
Institute for Consumer, Competition and Market (KU 
Leuven, Faculty of Law) where she prepares a doctoral 
thesis on drug shortages and law. Before starting as a 
Ph.D. candidate, Nina obtained her Bachelor and 
Master of Laws at KU Leuven, graduating magna cum 
laude in July 2019. As a part of the master’s program, 
she studied a semester at the University of Sydney. 
Nina is looking forward to commencing her LL.M. at 
Harvard Law School, where she will focus on health law, 
IP law and antitrust law.

Antoine De Spiegeleir deferred 2020-21

Master’s in Law at Yale University
Antoine De Spiegeleir currently holds a research and 
teaching assistant position at the KU Leuven 
(Belgium), where he specializes in international law 
and legal theory. He previously studied law and 
philosophy in Brussels, Leuven and Zurich. He interned 
at a number of Belgian and international law firms, 
volunteered for various non-governmental 
organizations and attended several summer and 
winter courses, including at the EUI (Italy), where he 
was awarded the Diploma of the Academy. Antoine 
will attend the LL.M. program at Yale Law School to 
further explore the crossroads between legal research 
and neighboring disciplines.

Anne-Sophie Bouvy
Student Researcher in Law at Columbia University
Anne-Sophie Bouvy obtained a master degree both in 
Law and Political science from the UC Louvain in 2014 
and a master degree in European Law from the VUB in 
2015 (Brussels). She is now a doctoral student (PhD) 
in Public Law at UC Louvain and a lawyer in Public Law 
at Stibbe law firm since 2015. Her combined activities 
led her to focus on the role of public local authorities in 
the economy. Anne-Sophie also puts her legal skills at 
the service of various organizations fighting against 
poverty in which she is involved.

Benjamin Jacobs
Master’s in Agricultural Economics at the 
University of Arkansas

Benjamin Jacobs is a Belgian citizen residing in 
Luxembourg. Holding an undergraduate degree in 
Agronomics in Warm Climate Regions. Looking forward 
to increasing his skills and knowledge, he is now enrolled 
in a double master’s degree in Rural Development and 
Agricultural Economics at the University of Ghent and the 
University of Arkansas, respectively. His ultimate 
professional goal is to be working for the international 
cooperation in agriculture and rural development. 
Besides his academic or professional life his favourite 
activities are travelling, conversing with people, 
bouldering, and sports climbing.

Lai-Jin Leung
Pre-Doctoral Researcher in Medical Sciences
at the University of California, San Francisco 

Lai-Jin (Lily) Leung is a graduate Medical Student at KU 
Leuven. In addition to her studies, she is also the Head of 
LVSO International (LVSO, the student-researcher association 
of Leuven) and working on a biosensor to detect Influenza A 
in saliva to represent her university at the international 
biosensor competition. As a student-researcher, Lai-Jin 
previously focused on the gene regulating mechanisms in the 
earliest stages of human embryonic development and naive 
pluripotent stem cells. With her acceptance at the University 
of California, San Francisco, she will implement this insight 
into the pancreatic ß-cells development to elucidate the 
pathophysiology of type 1 and 2 Diabetes. Besides her 
academic engagements, Lai-Jin is an agency-signed model, 
and adores wandering in museums to explore her view and 
its intersection with the perspective of the artists.

Saskia Malcorps
Student Researcher in Psychology at 
Yale University

Saskia Malcorps is a PhD Candidate and Teaching 
Assistant in Clinical Psychology at the University of 
Leuven. Her research focuses around the role of 
mentalizing in the development of children and 
adolescents who are at-risk to develop 
psychopathology. Saskia also works as a clinical 
psychologist at the practice center of the faculty 
Psychology and Educational Sciences in Leuven. With 
the support of a Fulbright Grant, Saskia will do a 
research stay at the prestigious Yale Child Study 
Center, where her work will focus on research around 
parental mentalizing and early-intervention programs.

Lucy Stewardson
Master’s in Law at Harvard University
Lucy studied Law at the Université Saint-Louis - 
Bruxelles and at the Université Libre de Bruxelles where 
she graduated summa cum laude (2019) and received 
the Prix René Marcq as well as recognition for her 
paper on the international regulation of space debris. 
Lucy started working as an Associate in international 
arbitration at the law firm Liedekerke in 2019 and 
continues, in parallel, to focus her research on 
international space law. Lucy will be attending the 
LL.M. program at Harvard Law School, where she 
intends to develop her understanding of international 
law and cross-border issues.



Camille Van Peteghem deferred 2020-21

Master’s in Law at Yale University
Camille Van Peteghem is a PhD candidate and 
assistant at the KU Leuven, where she focuses on 
multiculturalism in contract law. Her participation in 
intercultural exchanges abroad sparked her fascination 
for cultural diversity. Camille completed the Research 
Master, where she specialized in human rights, legal 
theory and legal anthropology. She deepened these 
interests during a semester at the University of 
Melbourne and a human rights course at the University 
of Pretoria. Camille was active in a youth movement 
and now volunteers at a gender equality platform and 
student support programs. Next fall, she will pursue an 
LL.M. at Yale Law School.
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Maren Vanhouche deferred 2020-21

FLTA in Dutch at the University of Michigan
Having been fascinated by languages and literature from 
an early age, Maren Vanhouche obtained the degree 
Master of Linguistics and Literary Studies (Dutch and 
English) in 2018. During this period, she was selected to 
attend University College London for one semester in the 
context of the European Erasmus Programme. She then 
proceeded to obtain a master’s degree in teaching as well 
as the degree of Master of Journalism in Printed and 
Online Media. For the latter she completed a successful 
internship at the newspaper Metro. Maren currently 
teaches Dutch and English to secondary school pupils in 
Sint-Genesius-Rode, one of the twelve Flemish 
municipalities with language facilities. Consequently, she 
has experienced the complex Belgian linguistic landscape 
firsthand. Her hobbies include sports, music and reading.

Dr. Renata Turkes
Student Researcher in Mathematics at UCLA
Enthusiastic about mathematics from early childhood, 
Renata completed her BSc in her birth town Tuzla in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. Quite spontaneously, she 
ended up coming to Belgium twice - first for her 
masters at KU Leuven, and then for a PhD at the 
University of Antwerp. Renata will spend the next 
academic year working at UCLA with Guido Montúfar, 
in the intersection of Topological Data Analysis and 
Deep Learning as part of her second PhD. Besides 
mathematics, she cares about feminist, queer and 
anti-racist work, loves traveling, art, reading and 
discussing books, and is excited to learn surfing in Los 
Angeles.

Dr. Gauthier Willemse
Master’s in Public Health at Harvard University
Dr. Gauthier Willemse graduated Magna Cum Laude 
from KU Leuven Medical School. He devoted the past 
four years to surgical training during which he also 
published scientific articles and presented research at 
conferences on international surgical training. Gauthier 
was born in Brussels, Belgium to an internationally 
minded family. A polyglot, Gauthier cultivated a global 
mindset and volunteered extensive medical expertise in 
low- and middle income countries. These experiences 
sparked a deep passion for social advocacy, which led 
to the co-founding of Residents Abroad, a non-profit 
organization facilitating international opportunities for 
care workers. He currently acts as the medical 
coordinator of the largest COVID-19 vaccination center 
in Belgium.

Marie De Foer deferred 2020-21

FLTA in Dutch at the University of Minnesota
Marie De Foer obtained a Master’s degree in both 
Multilingual Communication (English – Spanish – 
Dutch) and Teaching in Languages. She discovered 
her passion for teaching in high school while tutoring 
English to some of her classmates during lunch break, 
so it comes as no surprise that she went on to become 
a language teacher. During her studies abroad, Marie 
developed an interest in cultural exchange. She later 
on joined the Erasmus Student Network as the Head of 
Trips and Events. She’s thrilled to work as an FLTA at 
the UMinnesota and eager to discover all the country 
has to offer.

Laure Primerano
FLTA in French at Gannon University
Laure Primerano is a graduate student in French 
Language and Literature from the Catholic University of 
Leuven, Belgium. She previously earned a BA in French 
and Romance Languages and Literature and a MA in 
Performing Arts from the Free University of Brussels. 
As a French language enthusiast, she is excited to 
share her language and Belgian culture with the 
students at Gannon University. She hopes to pass her 
skills and knowledge on to her students through 
genuine conversations, performing arts and recipe 
swaps. She looks forward to engaging with the 
community in Erie, Pennsylvania through local activism, 
classes and theater.

Dr. Clément Crucifix deferred 2020-21

Research Scholar in Anthropology at
the University of California, Irvine

Clément Crucifix is an anthropologist and 
ethnographer. He holds a joint PhD in Anthropology 
(University of Louvain) and Development Studies 
(University of Antwerp). He is very interested in 
studying finance, money and technology from an 
anthropological approach. More generally, his curiosity 
pushes him to learn more about other social and 
cultural ways of living and thinking. He has done 
several qualitative researches in Latin America 
(Mexico, Nicaragua and Venezuela) and has 
collaborated with European and Latin American NGOs 
active in financial inclusion and rural development.

Dr. Ellen Van Damme deferred 2020-21

Research Scholar in Criminology at UCLA

Ellen Van Damme, PhD, is a postdoctoral associate of 
the Leuven Institute of Criminology (LINC) at Leuven 
University (KU Leuven). She holds a BA and MA in 
Criminology (KU Leuven) and an MA in Conflict & 
Development (Ghent University). She was a 2016-2020 
PhD fellow of the Research Foundation-Flanders (FWO) 
at LINC, KU Leuven. Her PhD research concerned the 
role of women in and around gangs in Honduras, 
Central America. She will be a postdoctoral researcher 
at the University of California Los Angeles (UCLA), 
where she will focus her research on female migration 
between Honduras and the U.S.

BELGIANS TO THE UNITED STATES
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Lukas Vanacker deferred 2020-21

Visiting Scholar at the Missouri School of
Journalism at the University of Missouri
Lukas Vanacker is a journalist at Belgium’s leading 
financial and economic newspaper De Tijd. He writes 
about local and international business with a focus on 
real estate. In 2020, he published his first book 
‘Typisch Belgisch’ about remarkable habits many 
Belgians share. Lukas started his career at the 
government agency Flanders Investment & Trade. He 
holds a Master in Law degree from Ghent University 
and a Master in Eastern European Studies from Free 
University of Berlin. When he is at home in Brussels, 
you will often see him cycling in the city.

Dr. John Van Camp
Research Scholar in Nutrition at MIT
John Van Camp obtained an MSc (1989) and PhD (1996) at 
the Faculty of Bio-Science Engineering (FBE), Ghent 
University, Belgium. After a post-doc in Kiel, Germany 
(1997), he became nutritionist in the research group Food 
Chemistry and Human Nutrition at FBE-UGent. He is 
currently Full Professor at FBE-UGent with a teaching and 
research position in nutrition and health. His research unit 
develops advanced in vitro cell culture models to study the 
metabolism of bioactive components in human nutrition. 
At MIT in Boston, John will investigate the potential of 
intestinal stem cells to study the role of nutrients and 
bioactives in nutrition and health.

Dr. Louis Volont deferred 2020-21

Research Scholar in Sociology at MIT
Louis Volont is an urban and cultural sociologist, based 
at the University of Antwerp. He worked formerly as an 
independent researcher in a Brussels-based artists’ 
cooperative. Thereafter, he earned his PhD (2021) on 
the theme of urban activism in Antwerp, Rotterdam and 
London. His main research interests are urban 
commons, creativity and imagination. At the University 
of Groningen, he was a lecturer in the sociology and 
philosophy of aesthetics. In October, he will be heading 
to MIT’s Centre for Art, Culture & Technology. Louis 
lives in Antwerp, is married to Selena, and loves 
aviation.

Dr. Alysson Lepeut
Research Scholar in Linguistics 
at Gallaudet University

Alysson Lepeut holds a PhD in Linguistics from the 
University of Namur, Belgium. Her research explores the 
functions of hearing people’s gestures in conversation 
and how these can be compared to those used by deaf 
signers in French-speaking/signing Belgium. As a 
Fulbright scholar, Alysson will carry out her 
post-doctoral fellowship at Gallaudet University, 
Washington DC. Gallaudet is the only world’s university 
offering all its programs in both English and American 
Sign Language. This is Alysson’s second Fulbright 
award in the US as she spent a year as a Fulbright FLTA 
at Grinnell College, Iowa during her first year of PhD.

Anneleen Ophoff
Visiting Scholar at the Missouri School of
Journalism at the University of Missouri

Anneleen Ophoff (°1990) is a multimedia journalist 
from Brussels, Belgium. Working for the 
Belgian-Flemish public broadcaster VRT for five years, 
she has previously focused on the themes of conflict 
in the Middle East, migration, foreign fighters and 
(domestic) terrorism. Since starting as a freelance 
journalist in January 2020, she has joined the ranks of 
the pan-European magazine Are We Europe, where she 
leads multimedia projects that discuss shared 
challenges that go beyond borders such as 
disinformation, identity and climate change. Her latest 
work is a thematic, cross-border magazine on the 
LGBTQ+ landscape in Europe, called The Queer Issue.

Dr. Lodewijk Van Dycke
Research Scholar in Law at Yale University
Lodewijk Van Dycke is an academic legal researcher. 
He has expertise in intellectual property and innovation 
law. His PhD focuses on patents & agrobiotechnology 
in West Africa. His future research will be about the 
use of innovation law by armament industries, 
especially in times of war. Lodewijk moreover has an 
interest in the mental aspects of peace and society 
building, conflict resolution and transitional justice, 
notably in Europe. Lodewijk studied law, philosophy 
and international development in Leuven, Tilburg, 
Fribourg and Oxford. He is currently finishing his PhD 
at the Max Planck Institute for Innovation and 
Competition in Munich.

Dr. Kelly Van Lancker
Research Scholar in Mathematics at
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Kelly Van Lancker recently obtained a Ph.D. degree in 
statistical data analysis at Ghent University (Belgium). 
In her doctoral research, which was in collaboration 
with Janssen Pharmaceutica, she focused on more 
accurate decision-making in randomized clinical trials 
by making optimal use of the available data. She is 
very excited to continue her research at Johns Hopkins 
University. This project will also enable her to 
collaborate and learn from FDA statisticians and 
scientists, whose immense clinical trials experience 
will help steer her research in productive directions. 
Outside of work, she likes pottery, hiking, running and 
watching sports.

Dr. Kevin Van Sundert
Research Scholar in Biology at Stanford University

Kevin is currently finishing his PhD in Biology at the 
University of Antwerp. His main field of scientific 
interest is ecosystem ecology, with particular emphasis 
on land ecosystem-climate change interactions, and 
nutrient availability. His main findings to date were 
obtained through both field work and database 
analyses. Kevin will be a Fulbright fellow at Stanford 
University to study how soil properties modify drought 
responses of ecosystems globally. He will also 
collaborate with researchers from Northern Arizona 
University. In his spare time, Kevin enjoys running, 
catching up with friends, traveling and keeping up to 
date with the news.

BELGIANS TO THE UNITED STATES



Manuela Botaka
English Teaching Assistant at Thomas More Geel
After graduating with a bachelor's degree in Biology from 
the University of Louisville, Manuela spent a year living and 
working in France. In addition to her work inside the 
classroom as an ETA to Thomas More University, Manuela 
looks forward to participating in language exchanges at 
conversation tables, connecting with her Congolese roots, 
and engaging with the community through volunteer 
initiatives at a local non-profit organization.

Robyn Radecki
Student Researcher in Medical Sciences 
at Ghent University

Robyn Radecki is a graduate of Stanford University with a 
degree in human biology. At Ghent University, Robyn will 
be studying how sensitivity to social exclusion might 
predict psychiatric disorder outcomes and correlate with 
brain structural abnormalities in transgender persons. In 
her free time, Robyn hopes to connect with the queer 
community in Ghent by getting involved with an 
organization called Casa Rosa, as well as exploring all 
the delicious vegan food the city has to offer.

Theresa Azemar
English Teaching Assistant at Antwerp University

Theresa graduated in 2021 with a bachelor's degree in 
English and American Studies from the University of 
Notre Dame. She looks forward to her work as ETA to 
the University of Antwerp, promoting the education and 
growth of her students. Theresa also looks forward to 
engaging with local creative writing communities and 
promoting cultural appreciation and competency 
through writing.

Samira Radwan
English Teaching Assistant at OIRD and 
Athénée Royal du Sippelberg

After completing her bachelor’s degree in Global 
Affairs at George Mason University, Samira spent a 
year teaching English in Cahors, France through the 
Teaching Assistant Program in France. Samira most 
recently returned home to Prince George’s County, 
Maryland where she taught at Maya Angelou French 
Immersion School. Samira looks forward to working 
with secondary school students in Brussels, and 
exploring the French, Dutch, and German influences of 
Belgium.
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Christopher Hebert
Master’s in Area Studies at Ghent University

Christopher Hebert will pursue an MA in African 
Studies at Ghent University. His research will look at 
postcolonial identity formation in Rwanda through 
Rwandan literature and archival research. After his 
grant period, he will serve in the United States Army as 
a Military Intelligence Officer focusing on issues facing 
Africa. Chris is a graduate of the United States Military 
Academy at West Point, class of 2021.

Lisa Paper deferred 2020-21

English Teaching Assistant at Ghent University
After graduating with bachelor's degrees in English and 
Telecommunications from the University of Florida, Lisa 
spent two years as a language teacher with the Peace 
Corps in Guinea, West Africa. She has also taught English 
as a foreign language through the JET program in Tokyo, 
Japan. In addition to her time as an ETA in Ghent, Lisa 
looks forward to taking courses in Dutch and French and 
engaging with the community through an English club.

Emma Brilleslyper deferred 2020-21

English Teaching Assistant at 
Saint-Louis University

Emma Brilleslyper graduated from Texas Christian 
University in 2020 with bachelor’s degrees in French 
and Biology. Emma spent the last year taking graduate 
coursework at TCU and student teaching! She is 
incredibly excited to work inside the classroom as an 
ETA at Université Saint Louis and also looks forward to 
having more opportunities to practice her French and 
potentially gain some skills in Dutch.

Emily Hardick
Student Researcher in History at Ghent University

Emily Hardick is a PhD candidate in African History at 
The Ohio State University. During her award, Emily will 
conduct archival research in Brussels, Tervuren, and 
Leuven while affiliated with Ghent University’s African 
Studies Program. Her research in Belgium focuses on 
the promotion and transnational circulation of 
Congolese performers during the Belgian colonial 
period and the cultural politics of dance in mid-20th 
century colonial and authoritarian regimes.

AMERICANS TO BELGIUM



Dr. Amy Foerster
Research Scholar in Sociology at the 
University of Liège
Amy Foerster is Associate Professor of Sociology at Pace 
University. Her research focuses on immigration and 
organizations; investigating a municipal labor union’s 
attempts to identify itself as a “Black” [immigrant] union, 
for example, or analyzing the role of immigrant-produced 
newspapers in pushing the West German state toward a 
more inclusive migration policy. More recently, her work 
focuses on migration and urbanity, with attention to the 
ways that immigration reshapes cities and the institutions 
within them. Representative publications have appeared in 
Nations & Nationalism, Ethnicities, International Feminist 
Journal of Politics and Social Problems.

Kate Copeland
Research Scholar in Arts at the 
Royal Academy of Antwerp
Kate Copeland will spend six months as a Fulbright 
Scholar in Belgium during Spring 2022. At Royal 
Academy of Art Antwerp, Copeland will teach workshops 
on Alternative Photographic Processes within the 
Printmaking Department and research the impact of 
Higher Ed merger. At Industrie Museum in Gent, 
Copeland will engage in a residency focused on the 
historic wood type collection. Throughout, Copeland will 
connect with creative communities, research printmaking 
in Belgium, and create new artwork using Printmaking 
and Alternative Photographic Processes. Copeland 
currently serves as Dean and Vice President of Academic 
Affairs at Pacific Northwest College of Art in Portland, 
Oregon.

Dr. David Defries
Research Scholar in History at KU Leuven

David Defries will spend the 2021-22 academic year 
conducting historical research at the Katholieke 
Universiteit Leuven. He will work on a book about the 
development of the early medieval county of Flanders 
as a critical node in the North Sea world and a 
component of the Global Middle Ages. David is an 
associate professor at Kansas State University.
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Dr. Suzanna Charles
Research Scholar in Urban Studies at KU Leuven

Dr. Charles will collaborate with the Real Estate 
Financial Complex research group at KU Leuven on a 
comparative study of institutional real estate 
investment in housing in the EU and the US and its 
effects on tenants, neighborhoods, and housing 
markets. Dr. Charles is an associate professor at 
Cornell University. She received her doctorate from 
Harvard University.

AMERICANS TO BELGIUM

Adam Sax deferred 2020-21

Student Researcher in Literature at 
Antwerp University

Adam Sax will be based at the Institute of Jewish Studies 
at the University of Antwerp, under the supervision of the 
Institute’s director, Professor Vivian Liska. He is a 5th 
year PhD candidate in the Program in Comparative 
Literature and Literary Theory, working on a dissertation 
provisionally titled, “A Continuum of Loss: Productive 
Melancholia and Aporetic Loss in Twentieth-Century 
Elegy.” This comparative project focuses on elegy and 
the formation of the genre in the 20th century through an 
archive of German-Jewish, Queer, and Yiddish-American 
poets. While in Antwerp, Adam will be working on his 
intra-European research concerning the elegies of Paul 
Celan and his “abyssal” poetics.

Olivia Rastatter deferred 2020-21

English Teaching Assistant at Play 4 Peace and
Athénée Royal de Woluwe-Saint-Pierre Crommelynck

An Ohio native, Olivia graduated from Vanderbilt 
University in 2020 with a degree in Elementary 
Education, English, and Child Studies, and then taught 
in a Montessori preschool. She looks forward to 
forming relationships in Brussels, as she teaches her 
students about cultural events through literary history 
and Montessori- and drama-based techniques. She 
hopes to learn more about multilingualism at the 
primary level by volunteering with local schools.

Jacob Wentz deferred 2020-21

English Teaching Assistant at 
Thomas More Mechelen

After graduating with a bachelor's degree in 
International Studies from New College of Florida, 
Jacob worked as a public radio reporter covering 
COVID-19 and how it affected his community. In 
addition to his work inside the classroom as ETA to 
Thomas More University, Jacob looks forward to 
taking courses in Dutch, learning about Belgian media, 
and engaging with jazz performance groups in 
Mechelen.

Marlaina Yost deferred 2020-21

English Teaching Assistant at Howest

Marlaina Yost graduated in May 2020 from Bard 
College with a joint major in Middle Eastern Studies and 
Environmental and Urban Studies. She has worked 
previously as a private ESL tutor for international 
students at Bard and for Syrian refugees in Albany, as 
an English instructor with the Freedom Theater in Jenin 
Camp, Palestine, and an English language curriculum 
developer for refugees with Still I Rise NGO based in 
Turkey. Marlaina speaks Arabic and French and is 
excited to learn Dutch. She is an avid skier, hiker, and 
knitter.
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AMERICANS TO BELGIUM

Dr. Andy Wolff deferred 2020-21

Research Scholar in International Relations
at the College of Europe
Andrew Wolff is the recipient of the Fulbright NATO 
Security Studies award to Belgium. He will teach at the 
College of Europe and research multi-layered security 
decision-making among national governments, NATO, 
the EU, and OSCE. Andrew is an associate professor of 
Political Science and International Studies at 
Dickinson College in Carlisle, PA. He holds a Politics 
and European History degree from Washington and 
Lee University (1995) and a doctorate in International 
Relations from Johns Hopkins University’s School of 
Advanced International Studies (2010). He has also 
served as the Dickinson College Director of the 
European Studies Program in Bologna, Italy from 
2018-2020.

Dr. Patricia Villeneuve deferred 2020-21

Research Scholar in Museum Studies at FARO

Hosted by FARO, the Flemish interface for cultural 
heritage, she will work with a collaborative of museum 
professionals, arts administrators, and scholars from 
Antwerp, Brussels, Ghent, and Leuven to advance a 
paradigmatic shift to visitor-centered curatorial 
practices in museums. Pat is Professor and Director of 
Arts Administration in the Department of Art Education 
at Florida State University where she established 
graduate programs (MA and Ph.D.) in Museum 
Education and Visitor-Centered Curation 
(“edu-curation”). She is looking forward to 
collaborating on two books with her Belgian partners.

Tessa Jolls deferred 2020-21

Research Scholar in Political Science at UC Louvain

Tessa Jolls is President and CEO of the Center for Media 
Literacy, a position she has held since 1999. She also 
founded the Consortium for Media Literacy, a nonprofit 
which provides research and a quarterly leadership 
report. She also served as a 2019 Fulbright Specialist for 
a two-week assignment focused on media literacy in 
Bulgaria.In 2015, Jolls received the Global Media and 
Information Literacy Award, in recognition of her work in 
Media and Information Literacy and Intercultural 
Dialogue, from the UNESCO-initiated GAPMIL, in 
cooperation with the United Nations Alliance of 
Civilizations (UNAOC). In 2014, Jolls was honored with 
the International Media Literacy Award by Gateway 
Media Literacy Partners.
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Elisha Winckel
Master’s in Environmental Sciences 
at The New School

Elisha Winckel has been advocating for better youth 
participation in decision-making processes since his time 
as President of the Luxembourgish Youth Parliament. A 
former UN Youth Delegate, he continues to be involved in 
organisations promoting a more just world. Elisha is 
currently enrolled in a Master in Sustainable Development 
at the KU Leuven, while working part-time as a creative 
strategist at neon marketing technology. His engagement 
and work taught him about the importance of social media 
and grassroots organising for societal change. Both things 
he is eager to deepen his knowledge about while pursuing 
a degree at The New School.

Catherine Elvinger deferred 2020-21

Master’s in Law at Columbia University
Catherine is very excited to commence her LL.M. at 
Columbia Law School this fall. After obtaining a 
master’s degree in business and tax law from the Paris 
II Panthéon Assas University (2019), Catherine gained 
practical experience in Parisian law firms. She is 
currently enrolled at the Ludwig-Maximillian’s-University 
in Munich to delve deeper into European and 
international economic law. Beyond academics, 
Catherine represented Luxembourg as an alpine skier at 
the Youth Olympic Games and the World 
Championships. Besides, she participated and 
coordinated projects at Children’s International Summer 
Villages, an NGO promoting cultural exchange and 
global friendships.

Nathan Moyse
Master’s in Sports Management at 
Columbia University

Nathan will pursue an MS in Sports Management at 
Columbia University. Passionate about competitive 
sports, Nathan has been playing soccer and tennis 
throughout most of his life. He holds a Bachelor in 
Business Management from King's College London, 
where he specialized in entrepreneurship. An 
entrepreneur himself, Nathan is the co-founder of 
TheWineMakers, an innovative Luxembourgish wine 
brand. He is also a former president of the Society of 
Luxembourg Students in Britain and of the Luxembourg 
Union of Young Jewish People.

Abelke Wolter deferred 2020-21

Master’s in Public Administration 
at Columbia University

Abelke, or Abbie, 26, grew up in Luxembourg. After 
completing her Bachelor in Economics and Politics at 
the University of York in the UK, where she also spent a 
year abroad at Rutgers University in New Jersey, she 
decided to pursue a Dual Degree in Economic Policy 
and International Finance between Sciences Po Paris 
and Columbia University in New York. She is specifically 
interested in the intersection of policy making and 
finance. She decided to take a gap year during 2020-21 
in order to pursue an internship at Schroders in 
Luxembourg, learning about Luxembourg’s key role in 
the Fund industry.

Kim Greis
Student Researcher in Chemistry at Yale University

Kim Greis studied chemistry at Humboldt-Universität 
zu Berlin and University of Melbourne. Since November 
2019, he is a PhD candidate, funded by the 
Luxembourg National Research Fund, at Freie 
Universität Berlin and Fritz Haber Institute under the 
guidance of Prof. Kevin Pagel. He is interested in 
characterizing reactive intermediates, such as the 
glycosyl cation, using cryogenic gas-phase infrared 
spectroscopy in helium nanodroplets and 
computational chemistry. As a Fulbright Scholar, he 
will join the group of Prof. Mark Johnson at Yale 
University in 2022 to deepen his knowledge about 
mass spectrometry-based techniques.
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Maria Rossi deferred 2020-21

English Teaching Assistant
Maria graduated from the University of Notre Dame in May 
2020 with degrees in Psychology and International Peace 
Studies. She hopes to get involved with the community 
through volunteering and is excited to explore 
Luxembourg’s nature parks and hiking trails.

Autumn Fluetsch deferred 2020-21 
English Teaching Assistant
Autumn Fluetsch graduated from the University of 
Portland (Oregon) in May 2020, majoring in 
organizational communication. Since graduating, she 
worked on a political campaign and for a progressive 
nonprofit that supports community-centered 
businesses. In Luxembourg Autumn will continue 
fostering her interest in how to create more sustainable, 
equitable, and inclusive communities, in hopes of 
bringing some of this wisdom back to the United States. 
Autumn is also looking forward to further developing 
both her French and German skills and creating a 
community of her own with Luxembourgish locals and 
fellow Fulbrighters.

Seyed-Sasan Mousavi-Vapouri deferred 2020-21 
English Teaching Assistant
Sasan Mousavi is excited to soon begin his 2021-22 
Fulbright English Teaching Assistantship in 
Luxembourg. He graduated with bachelor’s (2014) and 
master’s (2016) degrees in English from the University 
of Virginia. After two years as a writing tutor at the 
Naval Postgraduate School, he traveled around Europe 
for one year while working odd jobs in French kitchens, 
horse stables, and hostels. Afterwards, he taught 
English for several months at the Lycée 
Brossaud-Blancho in Saint-Nazaire, France, until the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Beyond teaching, Sasan is 
especially looking forward to taking German courses 
and trying the glühwein and mettwurst at Luxembourg’s 
Christmas markets. 

Isabella Weiner deferred 2020-21

English Teaching Assistant
After graduating with a bachelor’s degree in English and 
French from Amherst College, Isabella began working 
for Ichor Strategies, a New York City-based research 
and advisory firm that seeks to empower underserved 
communities. In addition to bringing American books, 
poetry and pop culture into the classroom, Isabella 
looks forward to joining Luxembourg’s swimming 
community and taking classes on European law at the 
University of Luxembourg.

Phillip Harter
Student Researcher in Medical Sciences at
the Luxembourg Institute of Health

Phillip Harter is a graduate of Purdue University from 
St. Louis MO who studied political science and 
premedicine. He intends to work on the relatinship 
between autoohagy and the effectiveness of cancer 
immunotherapy at the Luxembourg Institue of Health. 
His ultimate goal is to become a physician scientist 
working to improve cancer treatments for pediatric 
patients and he is extremely excited about the work 
and experiences ahead of him with Fulbright. 

AMERICANS TO LUXEMBOURG

Samantha Maness
Student Researcher in Materials Science at the
Luxembourg Institute of Science and Technology

Ophelia Anwah
English Teaching Assistant

Upon graduation from the University of Virginia, where 
she received a bachelor's degree in Sociology, Ophelia 
spent time working in public service. Apart from 
supporting students with their English language 
progression, Ophelia hopes to enroll in a 
Luxembourgish class and start a book club on 
African-American literature. 

Sara Rani Reddy
English Teaching Assistant

Sara Rani Reddy is a graduate of the University of 
Notre Dame, having earned her bachelor’s degree in 
Chemistry and French in 2021. In addition to her work 
in the classroom, Sara Rani will engage with the 
community by sharing her enthusiasm for the arts and 
writing through creative writing workshops and 
multicultural dance classes that feature both 
Bollywood and hip-hop dance techniques.
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Dr. Barbara Allen deferred 2020-21

Lecturer in Political Science at the 
University of Luxembourg
Carleton College Professor Barbara Allen will be in 
residence at University of Luxembourg, teaching 
courses in political communication and research on 
commons governance and multitiered institutions 
authored by Elinor and Vincent Ostrom. Her research 
includes award-winning publications on misinformation 
in US election advertising and news coverage, the 
democratic theory of Alexis de Tocqueville, and the US 
Civil Rights Movement. She directed two documentary 
films, Signing On, an award-winning feature about Deaf 
people with breast cancer and US healthcare, and 
Actual World Possible Future, a Public TV production on 
the Ostroms’ worldwide influence.
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Lorenzo Pasqualetto Cassinis deferred 2020-21

Italian Student Researcher in Engineering at 
Stanford University
Lorenzo Pasqualetto Cassinis is a PhD candidate in the 
Space System Engineering section of TU Delft and currently 
a researcher in the GNC section of ESA’s European Space 
Research and Technology Centre. He graduated with a MSc 
in Aerospace Engineering in 2017 from TU Delft, and prior to 
that with a BSc in Aerospace Engineering from the University 
of Padua in 2015. During his MSc, he worked as systems 
engineer on flight correlation of the DIDO-II CubeSat. From 
December 2017 until May 2018, he also worked at GMV on 
the validation of the GNC software for the PROBA-3 Mission. 
His current PhD research relates to monocular-based 
navigation in debris removal scenarios, with special focus on 
CNN-based systems. This research is a collaboration 
between TU Delft, ESA, and Airbus Defence and Space.

José-Miguel Bello Villarino deferred 2020-21

Spanish Student Researcher in Law at
Harvard University

José-Miguel Bello y Villarino (Lic. Law, Lic. Pol.Sc. (Santiago 
de Compostela), LLM (CoE, Brugge), LLM (NYU), M.A. Int’Rel 
(Diplom. Sch. Madrid) is a member of the Diplomatic Corps 
of Spain (on leave) and a PhD candidate at the University of 
Sydney, researching corruption and international law. He has 
previously worked for the Commission and the Council of the 
EU. His most recent diplomatic post was in Islamabad 
(Deputy Head of Mission) and served before in Central 
America, Western Africa, Eastern Europe and Southeast Asia. 
His research interests span multiple areas of international 
law, where he utilises the double lens of practitioner and 
theorist. As a Fulbright-Schuman scholar, he will undertake 
research at Harvard Law School on the viability of the 
insertion of anticorruption clauses in trade agreements.

Saniya Amraoui
French Student Researcher in Law at the 
University of California, Berkeley

Saniya is a PhD candidate in law at the European 
University Institute in Florence, Italy. Her research 
interests combine migration, critical legal theory and 
post-colonial studies. Her thesis studies migrants’ 
experiences in Europe through various legal and 
anthropological lenses. She is a Sciences Po Paris 
graduate both in Middle Eastern-studies (BA) and law 
(MA) and holds a master’s degree in EU law from 
Pantheon-Assas. Throughout her studies, Saniya 
consistently committed to various social justice 
projects. As part of her curriculum, she interned at the 
CJEU observing the European judicial dynamics on 
migration cases.

Pia Andres
Austrian Student Researcher in Economics 
at Columbia University

Pia is a PhD candidate in Environmental Economics at 
the London School of Economics and Political 
Science. Originally from Austria, she has lived in the 
United Kingdom since the start of her undergraduate 
degree in Economics and Sociology at the University 
of Glasgow in 2013. Her work focuses on the role of 
industrial policy in facilitating the transition to a low 
carbon economy, and on how this transition can be 
made consistent with or even promote local 
economic and development objectives. In her spare 
time, she enjoys spending time in nature, with friends, 
or reading fiction.

Katarzyna Nalewajko deferred 2020-21

Polish Student Researcher in Political Science at
the University of California, Berkeley

Kasia is a Ph.D. Candidate in political science at the 
European University Institute in Florence (Italy). In her 
Ph.D. project she researches conflict dynamics and 
collective memory of the Shoah. She graduated in 
public policy and linguistics from universities in 
Germany, Spain and Poland. She is fascinated by 
political violence and its implications for political 
behaviours, quantitative research methods, and 
computer programming. She loves studying foreign 
languages and cultures. She will carry out her Fulbright 
scholarship at the University of California Berkeley 
under the supervision of Prof. Robert Braun, Ph.D. to 
deepen her knowledge of conflict and genocide 
studies.

Casper Gelderblom deferred 2020-21

Dutch Student Researcher in Social Sciences
at Harvard University

Casper Gelderblom is a PhD-researcher at the European 
University Institute, where he works on the theory and 
practice of transnational labor solidarity. He holds degrees 
in Governance, Economics, and Development (LUC The 
Hague), History (Leiden, Panthéon-Sorbonne, and Oxford) 
and Political Thought (Cambridge). Casper previously 
worked as a policy trainee in the Dutch and European 
Parliaments, and as a researcher at the labor rights NGO 
Kav LaOved in Tel Aviv and Cornell University’s Worker 
Institute in New York. As a trade unionist, he has served in 
various positions in the Netherlands (FNV) and at the 
EU-level (ETUC). Alongside his studies, Casper coordinates 
the global Make Amazon Pay campaign on behalf of 
Progressive International.

Mariska Jung
Dutch Student Researcher in Gender Studies at
the University of California, Berkeley

Mariska Jung is a PhD candidate at the Department for 
Political Sciences at the Vrije Universiteit Brussel in 
Belgium. She is affiliated to RHEA, the university’s 
research center on gender, diversity and 
intersectionality. She is also a member of the 
interdisciplinary research team of the Race-Religion 
Constellation project, hosted by the Radboud 
Universiteit in the Netherlands and led by Anya 
Topolski. Jung’s PhD project theorizes the 
entanglements of race, religion and animal politics in 
contemporary postcolonial Europe. In addition to her 
academic work, she is active in support of antiracist, 
feminist, queer and animal causes.

Jonne Kamphorst
Dutch Student Researcher in Political Science at
NYU and Stanford University

Jonne Kamphorst, from Amsterdam, the Netherlands, is 
pursuing a PhD in Political Science at the European 
University Institute in Florence. He has earned an MPhil 
and MSc in politics and sociology from the University of 
Oxford and London School of Economics and did his 
bachelor’s in Political Science at the University of 
Amsterdam. Jonne’s work focuses on voting behaviour, 
political parties, and persuasion. In his dissertation, he 
asks what politicians and parties can do to persuade 
radicalized, polarized, and disengaged voters to return 
to the political mainstream. He works together with 
various political parties to answer these questions 
using experimental methods.
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Dr. Alexandra Mihai deferred 2020-21

Romanian Research Scholar in Educational
Sciences at Yale University
Dr. Alexandra Mihai is Assistant Professor of Innovation in 
Higher Education in the Department of Educational 
Research and Development, School of Business and 
Economics, Maastricht University. Previously she worked 
as Learning Designer at University College London (UCL), 
Curriculum Designer at the Institute of European Studies, 
Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB) and led the Centre for 
Teaching Innovations at the Hertie School of Governance in 
Berlin. Alexandra has a strong background in e-learning, 
learning design and innovative teaching strategies. In her 
PhD she analyzed in how far technology is used in teaching 
practices at European universities.

Larissa Versloot deferred 2020-21

Dutch Student Researcher in International
Relations at Columbia University

Larissa Versloot is a PhD fellow at the University of 
Copenhagen. Her project investigates how trust and 
distrust function in diplomatic practice. The research 
combines insights from interdisciplinary trust research 
and International Relations theory (constructivism and 
practice theory). Empirically, the project focuses on 
multilateral negotiations at the EU Council, investigating 
what trust and distrust do for daily coalition building 
dynamics.

Alwyn Spencer deferred 2020-21

British Pre-Doctoral Researcher in Economics at 
Harvard University

Alwyn Spencer works in London, UK, as a government 
official responsible for cities and local growth, as well 
as issues related to the Covid-19 recovery. His previous 
experience includes work on international economic 
and financial issues at HM Treasury in London, UK, and 
at the UK Delegation to the OECD in Paris, France. 
Before joining the UK government he worked at the 
World Trade Organization and the European 
Commission. He holds an MA in International Political 
Economy from the University of Warwick, and is a 
Policy Fellow at the Centre for Science and Policy, 
University of Cambridge. 

Anna Ventouratou deferred 2020-21

Greek Student Researcher in Law at
Columbia University

Anna is an attorney at law (admitted in Greece) and a 
DPhil candidate in Public International Law at the 
University of Oxford. She has studied law at the 
University of Athens (LLB; LLM in Public International 
Law) and the University of Oxford (MJur; MPhil). She has 
taught Public International Law as a Graduate Teaching 
Assistant at the Oxford Law Faculty and as a tutor in law 
in several Oxford colleges and has extensive experience 
as a researcher on issues of international law. She has 
worked as a trainee lawyer at a leading criminal law firm 
in Athens, Greece and at the Legal Service of the 
European Commission (CFSP and external relations 
team). 

Dr. Pawel Koczkodaj
Polish Research Scholar in Public Health at 
the University of Virginia

Pawel Koczkodaj – MPH, PhD, Deputy Head of Cancer 
Epidemiology and Primary Prevention Department at 
the National Cancer Research Institute in Warsaw, 
Poland. He completed his doctoral studies at the 
Medical University of Warsaw at the Faculty of Health 
Sciences and holds post-graduate specializations in 
medical law and innovative promotion. He is also in the 
process of completing MBA program at the Warsaw 
School of Economics. His scientific interests are 
connected mainly with primary and secondary cancer 
prevention as well as with cancer epidemiology. Within 
the Fulbright scholarship he will conduct his project at 
the Cancer Center University of Virginia.

Lydia Zemke deferred 2020-21

German Student Researcher in Public Policy at 
Harvard University

Lydia is a PhD candidate at the Department for Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Public Policy (STEaPP) at 
University College London in the United Kingdom. 
Passionate about sustainable development and innovation, 
she is exploring how governments can more effectively 
collaborate with the private sector to solve complex 
societal challenges such as climate change. Her doctoral 
research focuses on the development of national climate 
finance strategies for the transition to a low-carbon, green 
economy. Lydia has acquired nearly ten years of 
experience in international public policy and research. She 
holds a bachelor’s degree in political science and 
international development studies, as well as a master’s 
degree in project management and global engineering.

Dr. Moritz Baumgartel deferred 2020-21

German Research Scholar in Law at UCLA

Dr. Baumgartel is an Assistant Professor at the Faculty 
of Law of Utrecht University and at UCR, where he 
teaches courses in public international law and 
international human rights law. He holds a Ph.D. in Law 
from the Université Libre de Bruxelles as well as 
postgraduate degrees in international law (Utrecht 
University) and international relations (University of 
Cambridge). His research concerns primarily the 
human rights of vulnerable migrants such as refugees, 
asylum seekers and undocumented migrants.

Dr. Esmeralda Colombo deferred 2020-21

Italian Research Scholar in Law at 
the University of California, Berkeley

Esmeralda Colombo, PhD, is a lawyer affiliated to the 
University of Bergen, Norway. Her project for the 
Fulbright-Schumann post-doctoral fellowship tackles 
climate-related financial risk in pension funds. She 
lectured in Norway, India and Cambodia. She received 
her law degree specializing in international law from the 
Catholic University of Milan; her LL.M. in EU law from 
the College of Europe in Bruges; and her LL.M. with a 
focus on international law and climate change law from 
Columbia University, where she was a Fulbright Scholar, 
Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar, and recipient of the Parker 
School Certificate in International and Comparative 
Law.
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Dr. Fabian Schipfer
Austrian Research Scholar in Energy at 
the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory

Dr. Fabian Schipfer will be a visiting scholar at 
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory. Fabian 
specializes in systems modeling of a transforming 
economic metabolism with a focus on the circular 
bioeconomy. As a science, technology and innovation 
advocate, he contributes to several community-building 
and networking activities. Fabian supports young 
scientists but also start-ups in identifying and deploying 
their contribution to a sustainable transformation. He 
holds a Masters in Physics from the University of 
Vienna and a PhD in Energy Economics from the 
University of Technology, Vienna.

Dr. Angeliki Paidakaki deferred 2020-21

Greek Research Scholar in Urban Studies at
the University of Illinois at Chicago

Angeliki Paidakaki is an urban and housing researcher with 
an expertise in egalitarian urban (re)development, 
governance innovations and affordable housing in 
(post-)crisis times. Since 2018, she has been a 
postdoctoral researcher at KU Leuven, where her 2017 PhD 
dissertation on the post-Katrina recovery of New Orleans 
was awarded the University’s highest distinction. Her 
research focuses on the social and political agency of 
non-profit housing actors to better realize their 
housing-for-all vision and shape more egalitarian European 
cities. She has published in a wide range of peer-reviewed 
journals and edited volumes and communicated science to 
non-academic audiences through podcasts, public 
speeches and web publications.

Dr. Marta Vilar Rosales
Portuguese Research Scholar in Anthropology at
the University of Massachusetts, Amherst
Marta Vilar Rosales is a Research Fellow at the ICS-UL. 
She received her doctorate in Anthropology in 2007 from 
NOVA, where she is assistant professor. She has 
developed and coordinated ethnographic research in 
Angola, Mozambique, Canada, Brazil, Germany, Australia, 
and Portugal on contemporary migrations, material 
culture and everyday life. She is also interested in media 
anthropology in migratory contexts and food 
anthropology. She coordinates the PhD program on 
Migration Studies at ICS-UL and the research project 
TRANSITS - Material Culture, Migration and Everyday 
Life.

Dr. Rosa Sessa deferred 2020-21

Italian Research Scholar in Architecture at NYU

Rosa Sessa is an architect and holds a PhD in History of 
Architecture. She studied and trained in Italy, Canada and 
UK, was a Visiting Scholar at the University of 
Pennsylvania and TU in Munich, and worked as Adjunct 
Professor and Research Fellow at the Università di Napoli 
Federico II. Her research topics concern the cultural 
relationships in the field of architecture between Europe 
and the US and the role of women in the history of 
modern architecture. As a curator she worked for 
exhibitions such as Italy in Hollywood at the Ferragamo 
Museum in Florence. Her first book, Robert Venturi e 
l’Italia, was published in 2020.

Dr. Natalia Timus deferred 2020-21

Romanian Research Scholar in Educational
Sciences at North Carolina State University

Dr. Natalia Timuș (SFHEA) holds a PhD in Political 
Science and is the Head of Academic Development 
and researcher at the Centre for Active Pedagogy of 
Université Côte d’Azur, France. Dr. Timuș has published 
several book chapters, international articles and policy 
reports on innovative pedagogies, student-centred 
learning and digital and green transformation. 
Currently her research interests focus on inclusive 
pedagogy, faculty development and sustainable 
teaching and learning. Dr. Timuș is actively involved in 
international networks and associations, particularly 
the Advance HE, UK and the European University 
Association.

EUROPEANS TO THE UNITED STATES



Scott Cummings deferred 2020-21

Research Scholar in Law at the
European University Institute, Italy
Scott Cummings will teach and conduct research on how 
lawyers use strategic litigation to advance claims before 
European Union courts in support of domestic movements 
for equality and political inclusion - comparing findings 
from the EU with the US experience of legal reform. Scott 
is the Robert Henigson Professor at the UCLA School of 
Law, where he studies the legal profession and local 
government law, and runs a program on the role of lawyers 
in promoting equal justice in a rapidly changing world.
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Olivia Britton
Student Researcher in Political Science at
Technische Universität Berlin, Germany;
Universitat de Barcelona, Spain;
Università Ca' Foscari Venezia, Italy

Olivia Britton will spend the 2021-2022 academic year 
conducting research on refugee resettlement in Italy and 
Spain. Through photovoice, her research investigates the 
implications of the Dublin III Regulation for refugee 
management. She considers how government integration 
policies have shaped the refugee experience and migration 
decision-making. Olivia is a political science Ph.D. 
candidate and a National Science Foundation Graduate 
Research Fellow at Boston University. 

Susanna Sprague deferred 2020-21

Student Researcher in International Relations at
The Egmont Institute, Belgium

Based at the Egmont Institute in Brussels, Susanna 
Sprague will examine opportunities and obstacles to 
EU regulation of established and emerging digital 
technologies and the creation of a European Digital 
Single Market. She is interested in the diverse 
perspectives of states, industry and public opinion and 
their policy implications. Susanna holds a master’s 
degree from the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced 
International Studies and a bachelor’s degree from 
Connecticut College.

Allison Tyler deferred 2020-21

Student Researcher in Information Sciences at
GESIS, Germany

Allison Tyler will conduct her dissertation research on 
the impact of the GDPR on three European data 
archives in Germany, the Netherlands, and the Czech 
Republic.  She is interested both in how the archives 
adapted operationally, and also in how privacy is now 
conceived of at the archives.  She is a Ph.D. candidate 
at the University of Michigan School fo Information.  
She has a bachelor’s degree in mathematics from the 
US Naval Academy, and master’s degrees in space 
studies and library and information science from the 
American Military University and University of Denver, 
respectively.

Dr. Megan Carney deferred 2020-21

Research Scholar in Anthropology at 
the Migration Policy Centre, Italy

Megan A. Carney will be conducting research from the 
Migration Policy Center at the European University 
Institute in Florence, Italy, focusing on food-related 
displacement and food insecurity among transnational 
migratory networks between Africa and the EU. She 
will also be documenting Covid-19 recovery efforts in 
Italy particularly as they articulate with practices of 
mutual aid and other forms of social solidarity. 

Jhizet Panosian
Student Researcher in Filmmaking at the
University of Kent, UK; Refugee Rescue, Greece;
Field Research in Belgium, France, UK, Germany

Jhizet Panosian will spend the year filming her feature 
documentary on the aftermath of the European migration 
crisis. Her film will delve deep into the lives of three 
migrants from Palestine, Syria, and Cameroon, and focus 
on the intricacies of rebuilding a life after receiving asylum 
in Europe. As a former Armenian refugee from Iran, this 
subject matter is especially close to her heart. She is a 
graduate of the University of California, Santa Barbara and 
has a Bachelor of Arts in Film Studies.

Jonathan LoTempio
Student Researcher in Interdisciplinary Studies at
Institut für Höhere Studie Vienna, Austria; 
VUB, Belgium
Jonathan LoTempio, Jr graduated with a BS in 
biochemistry from the University of Rochester with a 
research focus on DNA repair and replication. He spent 
the next three years at the US National Human 
Genome Research Institute where he worked on teams 
responsible for the management of large-scale human 
genomics and microbiome projects. Since 2017, 
LoTempio has been based at Children’s National 
Hospital and George Washington University in 
Washington, DC where he is a PhD candidate in 
genomics and bioinformatics. He will spend his 
Fulbright Schuman award period studying science 
diplomacy from Vienna, Austria and Brussels, Belgium.

Jack Kelly
Student Researcher in International Relations at
the Antall Jozsef Knowledge Center, Belgium

Jack Kelly is a graduate of Mercyhurst University's 
Applied Intelligence program and currently a Data 
Investigator for Bank of America. Kelly’s master’s 
thesis, titled The Nightmare Scenario: Understanding 
the Plausibility of Terrorist Nuclear Weapon Creation 
and Use by Black Market and Dark Web Means, 
researched the likelihood of terrorists to use the Dark 
Web and black markets to obtain dangerous materials. 
His Fulbright research is intended to further document 
the methodologies, tools, and techniques used in 
open-source investigations by European Union 
investigators to track and follow nuclear material in 
black markets and on the Dark Web.

AMERICANS TO EUROPE
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Dr. Steven Wilf deferred 2020-21

Research Scholar in Law at 
CEIPI - University of Strasbourg, France
As a scholar whose research focuses on intellectual 
property law and legal history, Steven Wilf will be 
investigating new developments in trade secret law at 
Strasbourg’s Centre d'Etudes Internationales de la 
Propriété Intellectuelle. His most recent book is Patent 
Cultures: Diversity and Harmonization in Historical 
Perspective (with Graeme Gooday, Cambridge University 
Press 2020). Receiving both his J.D. and Ph.D. in History 
from Yale University, Professor Wilf has visited as a fellow 
at Chicago, Princeton, and Harvard. He is completing a 
history of intellectual property law for Cambridge University 
Press.

Shea Rhodes Duca deferred 2020-21

Research Scholar in Law at
OSCE, Austria; Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Sweden
Shea Rhodes will spend the 2021-2022 academic year 
conducting policy-oriented research on 
humantrafficking with the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe in Vienna, Austria andthe Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs in Stockholm, Sweden. Her research, 
titled, “Discouraging theDemand that Drives the 
Exploitation of Persons that Leads to Human Sex 
Trafficking and Commercial Sexual Exploitation,” will 
look at whether Austria and Sweden have successfully 
implemented a directive from the United Nations’ 
Palermo Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish 
Trafficking in Persons Especially Women and Children. 
She is a graduate of Villanova Law.

Dr. Scheherazade Rehman deferred 2020-21

Research Scholar in Interdisciplinary Studies at
the University of Pisa, Italy
Scheherazade Rehman is an expert on international 
financial markets, global economic, political, and digital 
technology cybersecurity risk. She is a Professor of 
International Finance, Director, EU Research Center, 
Former-Director World Executive MBA in Cybersecurity 
at George Washington University, DC. She is a previous 
Senior Research Fulbright Global Scholar. Dr. Rehman 
sits on various private bank and academic boards of 
directors and advises various US government agencies. 
She has written over 80 scholarly articles and books 
including The Path to European Economic and Monetary 
Union, Financial Crisis Management in Regional Blocs, 
The Quest for Exchange Rate Stability in the Next 
Millennium.

Alex Engler
Research Scholar in Public Policy at
Hertie School of Governance, Germany;
Center for European Policy Studies, Belgium

Alex C. Engler will help implement the Master of Data 
Science for Public Policy at the Hertie School in Berlin 
and study the EU’s approach to artificial intelligence at 
the Center for European Policy Studies in Brussels. In 
DC, Engler is a fellow at the Brookings Institution and 
also teaches data science in Georgetown’s McCourt 
School of Public Policy. Previously, Engler was faculty 
at the University of Chicago, where he ran the MS in 
Computational Analysis and Public Policy, and has 
worked as a data scientist at the Urban Institute, 
MDRC, and DC state government.

Dr. Gary Freed
Research Scholar in Public Health at the University
of Groningen and Leiden University, Netherlands 

Gary L. Freed MD, MPH will be a Fulbright Scholar 
based at the University of Groningen and the University 
of Leiden in The Netherlands. He will explore the 
impact of the ageing of the population on the delivery 
of health services to children. Dr. Freed is the Percy 
and Mary Murphy professor of Pediatrics in the School 
of Medicine and professor of Health Management and 
Policy in the School of Public Health at the University 
of Michigan (UM). He serves as the Director of Faculty 
Programs in the Office of Health Equity and Inclusion, 
and Associate Chair for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
in the Department of Pediatrics.

Dr. Zoe Taylor
Research Scholar in Psychology at the 
UNICEF-Office of Research Innocenti, Italy

Zoe Taylor is an associate professor of Human 
Development and Family Studies at Purdue University. 
The objective of her Fulbright is to better understand 
the causes and effects of forced migration on the 
health, well-being and experiences of youth and 
children in Europe. She will collaborate with the United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Office of Research in 
Florence, Italy on building their children and migration 
portfolio. Specifically, she will focus on assessing 
mental health and resilience of youth on the move 
within the EU. 

AMERICANS TO EUROPE

Lisa Palmer deferred 2020-21

Research Scholar in Communications at 
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, Netherlands
Lisa Palmer will spend Spring 2022 pursuing scholarly work 
to advance water communication at the Vrije Universiteit 
Amsterdam Department of Environmental Policy. She will 
engage PhD candidates and early career social and natural 
scientists in building communication capacity in the 
NEWAVE (Next Water Governance) Network. She is 
interested in developing new and intentional methods of 
sustainability communication that can influence how society 
understands and addresses emerging and unprecedented 
environmental challenges.


